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Our Mission 

 

St Joseph's School Improvement Plan 2024 

 

Dimension 1 - Catholic Identity 

By the end of the 2024, all staff will understand and will have had formation opportunities to engage in 

Personal development with the key concepts underpinning Catholic Identity such as recontextualisation 

and dialogue.  

Dimension 2  - Effective Learning and Teaching 

By the end of 2024, all staff will clarify, articulate, communicate, embed and evaluate whole school 

approaches to:  

• Writing  - grammar, punctuation and sentence structure 



• Problem solving and Maths fluency / computational thinking skills / STEM 

• Reading comprehension 

Dimension 3  - Pastoral Support and Wellbeing 

By the end of 2024, practices will be embedded throughout the school to recognise and support the 

importance of Berry Street Education Model (BSEM). 

Dimension 4  - Leadership (Governance) Partnerships and Resourcing 

By the end of 2024, all teaching staff will be familiar with using differentiation to enhance student 

learning and using formative assessment to inform next steps for student learning. 

2024 Term Dates 

 

Term 1: Monday 22nd January  - Thursday 28th March. 

Term 2: Monday 15th  April  - Friday 21st June. 

Term 3: Monday 8th July  - Friday 13th September. 

Term 4: Monday 30th September - Friday 6th December. 



Important Dates 

 

Week 8                   Wednesday 13th Mar  - Yrs 3 and 5 NAPLAN commences 

Week 9                   Monday 18th Mar  - final day of NAPLAN                 

                                Tuesday 19th  Mar - St Joseph's Day Mass and Pastoral Care Groups 

                                Thursday 21st Mar - Swimming Carnival 

Week 10                Thursday 28th Mar - Last day of Term 

Week 1 Term 2     Monday 15th April  



From the Principal 

 

Welcome to Week 8 of Term 1 

“If anyone cannot find a master to teach him how to pray, let him take this glorious saint [Joseph] as 

his master, and he will not go astray.” 

Pope Francis 

St Joseph’s Feast Day Liturgy and Pastoral Care Groups - Next Tuesday, Year 3 will lead the St Joseph’s 

Day Liturgy at 9:00am in the Church. Joseph was a carpenter. He was a strong and courageous man. God 

chose Mary and Joseph to be the parents of Jesus, and like Mary,  Joseph used all the courage and faith 

he had to say YES to this task.  Joseph was faithful and loving to Mary and Jesus. His faith in God shone in 

his actions.  St Joseph helps us to understand what it means to carry the light of Jesus into the world. 

After our prayer liturgy we will break into Pastoral Care groups. Pastoral Care groups will consist of 1-3 

students from each class coming together to form a mixed group. The students will participate in a range 

of activities during the day, within these groups.  

Please join us next Tuesday in celebrating the Feast of Saint Joseph. Everyone is most welcome to attend. 

NAPLAN  - Year 3 and 5 students across Australia will sit the National Assessment Program – Literacy and 

Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests beginning this week. Our students will do online NAPLAN on Wednesday, 



Thursday and Friday of this week and Monday week 9. The NAPLAN tests are designed to provide a 

summative, nationally comparable understanding of student performance in Reading, Writing, Language 

Conventions and Numeracy.    

• Reading tests assess the ability of students to independently make meaning from written 

standard Australian English texts, including those with some visual elements.  

• Writing tests assess a student’s ability to convey thoughts, ideas and information through the 

independent construction of a written text in standard Australian English.  

• Language Conventions tests assess a student’s ability to independently recognise and use correct 

Australian English grammar, punctuation and spelling in written contexts.  

• Numeracy tests assess students’ knowledge of mathematics, their ability to independently apply 

that knowledge in context, and their ability to independently reason mathematically.  

Whilst the NAPLAN results are a ‘report card’ for our school, giving us feedback on how teachers are 

performing in the areas of literacy and numeracy, for individual students the national test results 

represent a snapshot of a student’s achievement at a particular point in time. NAPLAN tests are one 

aspect of the school’s assessment and reporting process, and do not replace the extensive, ongoing 

assessments made by teachers about each student’s performance. They are but one form of assessment 

used to measure students’ development and should be considered in relation to other aspects of school 

assessment.   

We wish all our Year 3 and 5 students the best of luck during their testing this week and next week. We 

also thank the P&F once again for their generosity in supplying the food for the free breakfasts on the 

NAPLAN days. If there are any parents who are available to help serve breakfast on Wednesday, 

Thursday or Friday morning this week at 8:00am, your assistance will be greatly appreciated.   

Changes to NAPLAN Reporting  - NEW PROFICIENCY STANDARDS FOR NAPLAN  

Last year, parents and carers were provided with earlier, simpler and clearer information about their 

child’s NAPLAN achievement based on new, more rigorous national standards. The now 12 month old 

standard will continue this year. 

As part of the National School Reform Agreement, education ministers agreed that a proficiency 

standard be introduced for literacy and numeracy assessed by NAPLAN. The new proficiency standard 

has four levels of achievement for each year level and replaces the previous 10-band structure and the 

national minimum standard used across the four domains.  

The four levels of achievement are:  

• Exceeding  

• Strong  

• Developing  

• Needs additional support.  



As of last year, the individual student report (ISR) changed. The ISR is based on the four levels of 

achievement. It also shows the national average, the range of achievement for the middle 60% of 

students in each year level, and a dot placement for the student comparing their achievement against 

these measures.  

This new standard and its benchmarks provides information to parents/carers and teachers about what 

a student can do against a challenging but reasonable standard of literacy and numeracy expected for 

students at the time of the tests.  

A new time series and a resetting of the measurement scale commenced in 2023, allowing the full 

benefit of the new online adaptive testing to be reflected in student results. Results from 2008–2022 

cannot be directly compared with the 2024 results.  

Prep Enrolment Applications - Prep enrolments for 2025 are now open. If you have a child born 

between 1st July 2019 and 30th June, 2020, please call into the school office to collect an enrolment 

pack and book an enrolment interview. If you know of families/friends who have Prep age children and 

who might be interested in attending an enrolment interview, please advise them to contact the school. 

Bus Zone  - Please be mindful not to park and leave your vehicle unattended in the Bus Zone at the front 

of the school. The buses arrive between 8.20 to 8.30am each morning and 2.40 to 3.00pm each 

afternoon. Your cooperation with this matter is greatly appreciated. 

Wishing you a wonderful fortnight ahead.         

Yours in Education, 

Tina Knight 

Restorative Practices 

“The wellbeing and learning outcomes of young people are enhanced when they feel connected to others 

and experience safe, trusting relationships.” (Education Council, 2018) 

When issues arise in the classroom or playground, we ask these three questions. 



 

From the APRE  

 

Greetings and welcome to week 8! It has been wonderful to see so many  

children donate their pocket money to Project Compassion, reaching out to  

those in need. Next week marks a very special celebration for our school, St  



Joseph’s Day.  

Year 3 will be hosting a special Liturgy in the Church at 9am. We would love to see  

you there!  

Who was Saint Joseph?   

 

St Joseph’s Day takes place each year on March 19th, always during Lent and  

usually two days after St. Patrick’s Day. But who was Saint Joseph and what  

are some facts about his life? Why do we celebrate St. Joseph’s Day?  

Saint Joseph was chosen by God to be the husband of Mary and the foster  

father of Jesus on Earth. He was selected by God for this role because he  

could be trusted to watch over and protect them.  

What are some facts about Saint Joseph?  

* Joseph was a carpenter.  

* He worked hard to provide for his family.  

* Although Joseph is referred to in the Bible, he doesn’t actually speak any  

words.  

* He’s also known as Saint Joseph of Nazareth.  

* Saint Joseph is the patron saint of many countries including Mexico,  

Canada, Belgium, China, Korea and Austria.  

* Saint Joseph was chosen to be a saint by Saint Teresa of Avila to watch over  

her order of the Carmelite Sisters.  



* Joseph is associated with the symbol of the carpenter’s square to represent  

his trade.  

* Joseph is also linked with the lily, which represents  

purity and his marriage to Mary.  
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St Joseph’s Day Program  

· 9am – Liturgy lead by Year 3  

· St Joseph’s Day Award recipients announced  

· 9:40 – Pastoral Care Group activities commence  

· 10:35 – St Joseph’s Day cookies for all children and staff!  

11:15 Pastoral Care Group Activities continue. Some activities include St Joseph  

Kahoot!, Meditation and Growth Mindset activities, Mercy Cross art activity, Caritas Water Walk and 

more!  
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The Yr 6 Outreach Group will be hosting a school disco on Wednesday 27th  

March (week 10) to raise money for Project Compassion. Entry is free! We will be having a meal deal on 

the night consisting of a sausage on bread and slushie for $5. Popcorn and lolly bags will be available for 

$2 a bag.  

The disco will commence at 5:30pm and finish at approximately 7:30pm.  

You are invited to come dressed in Disney theme.   

VIRTUE OF THE WEEK - COMPASSION  
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The virtue for this fortnight is compassion. Compassion motivates people to  

go out of their way to relieve the physical, mental, or emotional pains of  

others and themselves. Compassion is often regarded as being sensitive to  

the emotional needs of the suffering of others.  

Sacramental Program  
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There will be a Parent Information Session for the Sacramental Program Tuesday 26th March 

commencing at 6pm. Looking forward to seeing you there.  

Chrism Mass 2024 

The people of the Diocese are invited to join Bishop Michael McCarthy and the clergy of the Diocese in 

the celebration of the Chrism Mass 2024, 10.00am, Thursday 21st March 2024, St Joseph’s Cathedral. 

Light refreshments will be provided after the celebration. The Mass can also be watched online on the St 

Joseph’s Cathedral, Rockhampton YouTube channel - 

https://www.youtube.com/user/StJosephsCathRton  

Have a fantastic fortnight. 

Many Blessings  

Mrs Z  

https://www.youtube.com/user/StJosephsCathRton


From the School Curriculum Officer  

 

At St Joseph’s we believe in a holistic education. We aim to provide learning opportunities that benefit 

the whole child. We celebrate academic success but also embrace our sporting cultures. Along with 

those, we also value our musical and dramatic talents as well. Our Catholic identity is also of high 

importance, it is the driving force behind our beliefs and values.   

 

This week, our students in Year 3 and 5 will be undertaking assessment in Literacy and Numeracy. These 

are tests which allow schools to analyse data to ensure the learning needs of students are met. We 

carefully use our results to plan learning experiences around areas of need for individual students. 

NAPLAN data provides a wealth of information, but no means does it assess what makes each child 

exceptional and unique. It doesn’t demonstrate a child’s love of singing or the ability to use a computer 

program.  

  

Scoring indicates a child’s ability to write using correct spelling, grammar, punctuation, sentence and text 

structure. It also scores their ability to read a text and respond according. Basic numeracy skills are 

assessed. Teaching cannot be directed towards testing, we can only prepare them as best as we can. 

Tests are created around general aspects of a child’s learning to a particular point. For example, children 

in Year 3 have only been with their teacher for about 8 weeks, so results will reflect only what they have 

learnt in that time in addition to their learning in Prep – Year 2.  

  



NAPLAN testing is quite beneficial in regard to identifying the needs of individual learners but by no 

means does it drive our teaching. The needs of the ‘whole’ child underpin what is most important to us 

and if we focus learning on enjoyment, then we are already in front.   

Small request on behalf of Miss Annette  

In readiness for visual art in term 2, if you have any of the following (household items) that you are able 

to donate we would be forever grateful.  

25 small glass jars e.g jam jar size (cleaned without label and attached lid)  

15 eye droppers  

20 large icecream containers with lids  

20 butter/margarine containers with lids  

Foam 1 cm thickness to be able to cut into squares to use in art printing trays.  

Medium Cereal boxes- flattened for storage Need 100  

100 small toothpaste boxes. -flattened for storage. Need 100  

10 onion bags filled with old fabric as wadding to use for printing/painting.  

Plastic bottle tops and buttons for collage  

 

Please drop into Miss Annette at the music room on Thursdays for her to sort between now and the 

holidays.   

 

NAPLAN AT our school  

NAPLAN begins this week. Wishing our students in years three and five, the very best as they prepare to 

participate national testing requirements this week.   

  

In response to a few questions…..   

  



What if my child is absent from school on NAPLAN test days?   

Where possible, schools may arrange for individual students who are absent at the time of testing to 

complete missed tests at another time during the school’s test schedule.  

How are NAPLAN results used?   

• Students and parents/carers use individual results to discuss progress with teachers.  

• Teachers use results to help identify students who need greater challenges or extra support.  

• Schools use results to identify strengths and areas of need to improve teaching programs, and to 

set goals in literacy and numeracy.  

• School systems use results to review the effectiveness of programs and support offered to 

schools.  

• The community can see information about the performance of schools over time at My School.  

Our school’s timetable for NAPLAN testing:  
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As you can see, this week is extremely busy! Please let your child’s teacher know if they will be away so 

that we can make arrangements to catch them up.  

Have a wonderful week. 

Collette Stone  

School Curriculum Officer  

https://www.myschool.edu.au/


Bell times 
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We ask that students do not arrive to school until 8:15am. A teacher will then be present on duty for 

supervision.  

Morning Bell : 8:35am  

First Lunch : 10:35am - 11:05am  

Second Lunch : 1:05am - 1:35pm  

End of Day : 2:55pm  

Wellbeing and Pastoral Care 

 



7 - googleimages  

A healthy self-esteem is your children’s armour against the challenges of their world. 

• A child with healthy self-esteem will have the confidence to try out new things, make new 

friends and succeed in life. 

• A child with low self-esteem has a much tougher time and is likely to be plagued by negative 

thoughts, such as, “It’s no good trying because I won’t succeed anyway”. 

Children with healthy self-esteem are less likely to be targets of abuse or bullies. Self-esteem and 

confidence develop side by side. Confident children are more efficient at finding solutions to problems 

they encounter in life. 
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It is difficult for some children to acquire a healthy level of self-esteem. We judge ourselves by the way 

people react to us. When treated as helpless and hopeless, children are likely to view themselves this way. 

Teach children about their rights. Along with their rights, kids need to know that they have 

responsibilities. They have the right to be safe with people but are responsible for their own behaviour 

and must not hurt or endanger others, their property or animals. Don’t let children blame others for their 

own behaviour. Don’t accept, “He made me do it.” With the child’s help, reframe the sentence to,  “I did it 

because I was scared he was going to hurt me”. Then deal with the problem. 

Confidence building begins at birth. From day one, children need to know their basic needs will be met. 

These needs include: 

• Love and attention. 

• Encouragement and approval for effort as well as achievement. 

• Nutritious food when hungry. 

• Consistent care and predictable routines with limits, to develop a sense of security. 

• Safety and protection from potential dangers. 

• Safe opportunities for play. 

Your children know that you care and will help them when they are uncomfortable, afraid and upset. But 

they also need to know they have your unconditional love even when they misbehave or make mistakes (I 

love you, but I do not like your behaviour). Children need to know that there is a regular, reliable person 



looking after them, there are appropriate and immediate consequences for poor behaviour and that you 

will listen and will believe them and help to protect them from danger.  

From the Parish Office 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

If anyone is interested in volunteering to be part of the following ministries, would you please contact 

the parish office:  

• Sacramental Preparation Team  

• Catechists/Religious Instruction in state schools  

• Baptism Preparation Team  

• Funeral Preparation Team  

SACRAMENTAL JOURNEY - 2024  

We are commencing registration for the sacramental program for this year. Preparation will begin later 

this term.   

If you wish to register your child (at least 9 years old) please contact the Parish Office or Mrs Z in the 

school office during office hours.  

Parish Bulletin 

Parish Priest: Fr Simeon Uchendu  

Secretary:  Colleen Nevell  

Parish Office Hours: 9.00am - 12 noon Monday to Friday 

Telephone: 4992 1252      Email: valleysregion@rok.catholic.net.au  



 



 

Sports Round Up 
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St Joseph's Annual Swimming Carnival 

• Our swimming carnival will be held next Thursday 21st March.  



• Parents are welcome to attend but will be asked to take a seat on the grandstand away from the 

students. 

• We are seeking volunteers for time keeping. If you are able to assist, please let the office know 

or alternatively, send an email to Tania Bode at tania_bode@rok.catholic.edu.au  

Touch Football Gala 

Owing to the proximity of our swimming carnival (the day before) St Joseph's will not be participating in 

the Touch Gala day this year.  

From the Office  

We have seen an increase in Students requesting to have an Asthma puffer held at school.  

An Asthmatic Register is maintained in the office and Parents are required to provide the school with an 

action plan for their child if they suffer from Asthma.  

Prescribed medication also requires to be kept at the office and a Letter of Authorisation must be 

completed by a parent.  

If you have any questions regarding Medication Care please contact the office for more information.  

mailto:tania_bode@rok.catholic.edu.au
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Parent Lounge  

Do you have access to Parent Lounge?  

Parent Lounge uses your unique family ID as a username and once set up the username/password 

combination can be set and then forget.  

Once logged in you will be able to access features that allow you to update your details, your child's 

details, record an absence, update medical conditions, access reports and access Parent Teacher 

Interview bookings. 

 Moving forward, Parent Lounge will be the only method of accessing your child's Report Cards. If you do 

not have access, please contact Mrs Boothby in the office so this can be arranged.   

New Families 



Please contact the school office to receive your Unsername (Parent Code) & single use password. 
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STUDENT ABSENTEE HANDY TIP#:  

DO YOU KNOW THAT YOU CAN ENTER YOUR STUDENT ABSENTEE ON PARENT LOUNGE?  

YOU CAN BOOKMARK THE PAGE ON YOUR PHONE FOR CONVENIENCE, YOU DO NOT HAVE TO LOG ON 

TO A COMPUTER/LAPTOP TO MAKE THE ENTRY!  

GOING FORWARD THIS IS THE PREFERRED METHOD OF COMMUNICATING STUDENT ABSENTEES AS IT 

NOT ONLY MARKS THE ROLL, IT PROVIDES A PARENT REASON FOR THE ABSENTEEISM AND ADVISES 

BOTH THE ADMINISTRATION STAFF AND THE TEACHER.  
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Finance News 

Concession Card Tuition Fee Discount Scheme 

 If you think you are eligible for the concession please bring your card into the office to be verified. Please 

note that if your 2023 card has expired, you will be required to bring in the new 2024 card before any 

concession can be applied. 



School Fees  

School fees will be issued this week by email. Please advise if your email address has changed. This is also 

a good time to update your contact details. You may do this on Parent Lounge. 

If you would like to set up a direct debit, changed your details or now have a concession card,  please 

make contact with Kim in the Office next week to organise a payment plan that suits your needs.  

From the P&F 

 

P&F Parent Supporter Shirts 

The parent supporter shirts are now open for expression of interest. The cost will be dependent on 

numbers but approximately between $50-$65 each. For all sizing and order details please follow the link. 

https://forms.gle/emdhDnCob9VMfUAv7  

 

https://forms.gle/emdhDnCob9VMfUAv7


Port Curtis Sport  

 

Here are the current dates for Port Curtis School Sports: 

8th March  Rugby League 10yrs PJ Marsh Cup  

If your child is interested in trialling please make contact with Tania Bode via email at 

tania_bode@rok.catholic.edu.au to register your child's interest.  

Please read the following information regarding Port Curtis Sport.  

PC Sport 10-12yrs Student/Parent process – 2024 

•   Student receives trial information from Sports Co/Sport contact. 

•   Students who wish to nominate MUST complete online permission booklet, link: 

https://capsport.eq.edu.au/  select sports and resources and then forms and documents.  

•   Print completed booklet and sign sections where marked. 

•   If you are unable to access or print, school sport contacts will be able to assist.  We encourage you 

where possible to fill the form in electronically to assist with legibility and accuracy of documents. 

•   Once student and parent has signed all necessary sections, the completed booklet is to be handed 

into sports co/sport contact. 

•   Sports co/sport contact will sign and obtain Principal signature. 

mailto:tania_bode@rok.catholic.edu.au
https://capsport.eq.edu.au/


•   Form will then be given back to students. 

•   Students must hand in the completed and signed booklet to the team manager at the PC trials.  No 

booklet = no trial. 

•   This same booklet will be passed on by team managers from one level to the next level as students 

progress through the representative sport program. 

•   If any details change after this booklet has been submitted, a change of details form will need to be 

completed and handed in to the team manager, link: 

https://capsport.eq.edu.au/SupportAndResources/FormsAndDocuments/Documents/cap-change-

details-form.pdf 

Tuckshop News 

Tuckshop has commenced.  Orders can be made through our online Flexischools App.  

Ms Tash has also started doing Meal Deals on a Friday for first break only.  

Please refer to the following information for instructions on how to set up your account. 
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We have partnered with Flexischools,  to make school lunches even easier. 

https://capsport.eq.edu.au/SupportAndResources/FormsAndDocuments/Documents/cap-change-details-form.pdf
https://capsport.eq.edu.au/SupportAndResources/FormsAndDocuments/Documents/cap-change-details-form.pdf


 

1. Download the Flexischools App 

Note: for iPhone and iPad please select ‘Allow’ notifications. 

2. Login/Register 

• Already a Flexischools user –  Enter your details and login.  To save your login details select 

‘remember me’. 

• New Flexischools user – Click ‘Register’, enter your email address and follow the instructions in 

the email to set up your account. Once your account is set up, add new student; search for their 

school, enter student details and select  their class. 

3. Top Up Your Account 

To make ordering fast and simple,  you can set up automatic top ups in your 'User Profile'. 

Place your Order 

 



On the app home screen, scroll down to view your school services such as canteen and uniforms. Then 

swipe left and right to view all available services. 

Make your Selection 

Find the service and press ‘Order’,  then select the items you wish to order. 

Make Payment 

Select your payment option and complete payment to place your order. 

Student Birthdays 
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14th March Cater 6 

14th March Pippa 11  

16th March Victoria 11 

19th March Kaidence 11 



23rd March Anna-Belle 7 

25th March Cruz 5  

Student and Virtue Awards  

 



 



Community Flyers  
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